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Ayeyarwaddy delta, Myanmar Case study
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Session objectives

After this session you will be able to:

ÅRecognize how Myanmar has 
adopted EAFm principles and 
moved towards EAFm (case study)

ÅDetermine where your country is at 
in moving towards EAFm

ÅIdentify challenges your country 
faces in moving towards EAFm

5. Cooperation   & 
coordination

4. Multiple 
objectives

2. Appropriate 
scale

3. Increased 
participation

7. Precautionary 
approach

1. Good 
governance

6. Adaptive 
management
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Strengthening pro-poor fisheries Governance, 
Ayeyarwaddy Region, Myanmar

ÅThe session will discuss how

ÅaȅŀƴƳŀǊΩǎ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ 
laws and policies have been 
influenced by the EAFm 

ÅThe 7 EAFm principles are being 
adopted into freshwater fisheries 
management
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Ecology: the delta ecosystem
Ayeyarwaddy Delta 

ÅExtensive river / canal 
network 

ÅFish Biodiversityςhigh

Å>388 fish species in the Basin

Å193 (50%) endemic to the 
Basin,

Å100 (26%) of the endemics 
are only found in Myanmar. 

Ecology influenced  by seasonal 
salt water intrusion and 
retreat.
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Floodplain zone

Estuarine zone

Coastal front

March salinity front

November salinity front



5. Moving towards EAFm

Ecology: pressures on the system

ÅPressures:
ÁIntensification of rice farming practices, through inorganic 

fertilisers, herbicides and pesticides
ÁUse of dry season water bodies for irrigation or recession 

planting
ÁLost floodplain connectivity through roads and 

embankments, (including aquaculture pond embankments
ÁNatural resource degradation and decline in fisheries 

production

ÅHave triggered demands from small-scale fishers for 
sustainable resources co-management
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Fisheries

ÅLarge and migratory species of commercial 
significance, 
ÁCatfishes (Wallago attu and Pangasiusspecies), 
ÁHilsa, Tenualosailishaςanadromous- one of the 
!ȅŜȅŀǊǿŀŘŘȅΩǎmost economically important fish 
species. 
ÁCatlacatla, Cirrhinuscirrhosus, Labeocalbasu, Lates

calcarifer, Pangasiuspangasius, Rita sp.,  Silonia
silondia. Chana striata, and Clariassp
ÁDeclining catches have triggered demands from small-

scale fishers for sustainable resources co-management. 
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Livelihood and economic contribution
ÅDelta fisheries exploited by large and small-scale 

fishers and farmers.
ÁMany fishers are full-time and landless
ÁPoverty rife in fishing communities

ÅImportant generator of food, employment and 
wealth 
ÁDomestic, regional & export markets

ÅProcessing of fish source of income for rural 
households
ÁWomen play important roles 

ÅIncreasing calls from fishers for 
Ámore equitable sharing of access to natural resources 
Ásustainable resources co-management
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